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A Relation of the advice givenby Monfienr

Petit , Intendant of the Fortifications of

Normandy. touching the Conjunttion of the

Ocean and Mediterranean.

This Intelligent Gentleman, Monficur Petit, having been
confulted with, touching the Conjunction of the Ocean and
Mediterrancan, delivers firft the Propofition, and then giveth
his thoughts upon it.

The Propofition is, That there being about two Leagues be-
low Caffres in Languedoc a Rivolet, called Sory pafling to Re-
vel, there may by the means rhereof be made a Communication
of the two Seas , by joyning the Waters of this Rivolet by a
Chaunnel (to be keptfull all the yearlong ) With thofc of St
Papoul, and others, which fall into Frefqueil ( another fmall
River) thatruns into the Aude below Carcaffine, and gotoge-
ther to Narbonne,fituated upon the Mediterranean.

Having given the Propofition, he adds fome particulars, to
iluftrate the fame, before he declares his judgment upon it.For
herelateth, that there isbut one way, after the divifion of the
Waters, to pafs to the Mediterranean, which is by a Rivolet, eal-
led Frefqueil, that isconjoyn'd with the Aude: Bat, to pafs to
th: Ovean, there arethrees Oae, by Riege, entring into the Ga-
rome above Tholoufe 5 the other, by Lers, paffing on the fide,
ard below the fame Town ; andthethird, by Ser, falling in-
tothe River Agouft under Caffres, afterwards into the Tarne,
ard thence to Montauban, and laftly into the Garonne. And
that, to compafs thisdefign, all thefe Rivers and Rivolets are
fi:ft to be made Navigable unto thcir Slaces 5 that of fude and
Frefqueil for the Mediterranean, and one of the others, fuch as
fhall be chofen, for the @cean. He addeth, that,as to the feveral
Ways paffing to the Ocean, all of them commended as proper
and convenient, and the three Countries concerned therein,
{peaking cvery.one for theiradvantage: Thofe of Caffres and
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Montauban, are for the River Agoufl; thofe of Tholeufe, for
Riege; and the rcﬁ-:, for Ler{, _

Now concerning his Opinion upon this Propofition, hc
thinks, that all that hathbeen reprefented touching this matter,
canfignityvery little,feeingthat the main thing iswanting,which
is the affurance, and certain and pofitive menfuration of the
height and quantity ot the Waters, neceflary to fall into both
the Channels of the .fade and Garonne : thatthere muft be plen-
ty ofthar,to furnifh acall times and alwaies the higheft and firft
Sluces, fince what ounce iflues thence, doth never enter again
into them 5 and after fome Boats are paffed, if there fhould not
be a fufficient fupply for thofe that come after, either to go
up,or to go down, all would ftand dry,and Merchants and their
Commodities would ftay long cnough expeéting the fupply of
Rains, to their great detriment. He councludeth therefore,,
that no knowing and difcreet Perfon is able, in matters of this
nature, to give a pofitive anfwer, withour having before him a
large and exaét Topographical Map of thofe places, and of
the fources of all the Rivolets, that are to fupply the Water to
the Head of the pretended Channel, together with a full ac-
count of the furvey and menfuration of all the places, through
whichitisto pafs; ofthe Nature of the Ground, whether ic ke
ftony, fandy, rocky, 8¢. of the exal level of all the places ,
where it is to be made,and of'the feveral rifings and deprefliens
thereof, to be affured that the Water may be conveyed to the
greateft rifing, and to the higheft §/uce ; and latly,of the quin-
tity,that may be had at high, middle, and low Water, to havee-
nough for all times; thatall thefe things being firft made on,
‘tis'then time enough to judge of the poflibility of the thing,and
to calculate the Charges neceflary for Execution.

This Artift having thus prudently waved this Propofition, di-
verts himfelf with reflecting upon feveral others of the like na-
ture, among which he infifts chiefly upon two, whereof oneis
that fo much celebrated in Egype, ; the other, of Germany. And
he is of Opinion, that the moft important of allis thar, of con-
joyning the Red f¢a by the Nile with the afediterranean, which
he looks upon as the moft excellent conveniency to go into the
Eaft.Indses without doubling the Cape of Goed-Hope 5 and yet 15
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could not be executed by thofe great Kings of Egype, that rai~
fed fo many ftupendious Pyramids ; although in his Opinion
the reafous alleged by Hifforiansto juftific them for having a-
bandoned that undertaking, are ot no validity, and that the
Red Sea cannot be, as they feared, higher thanthe Nile, and
therefore not indanger the inundation of EZgvpe.

The other Propofition was made to Charles Magne, Anno 793.
for joyning the Euxine Sea and the Oceantogether, by a Chan-
nel, which was begun for thatend, and defigned to be 2000.

‘ceslong, and 100, pacesbroad, betwixt the River Altmull,
falling into the Danube above Ratssbone, aund the River Rott,paf.
fing at Narenberg, andthence running into the Main, and fo
into the Rhine.  But yet this alfo proved abortive, though there
was great appearance of fuccefs at firft.

of éVVay of killing R atle-Snakes.

There being not long fince occafion given at a meeting of
the Rayal Soczety to difcourfe of RatlesSnakes, that worthy and
inquifitive Gcnd_t‘map, Caprain Silas Taylor, related the man-
ner, how they were killed in Zirginia , which he afterwards
was pleafed to give in writing, attefted by two credible perfons
in whofe prefence it was don; which is, as follows.

The Wild Penny-royal or Ditany of Virginia, groweth ftreight
1p about one foor high, with the leaves Like Penny royal, with
ittle blue tufts at thcjoyning of the branches to the Plant, the
colour of the Leaves being a reddifh gréen, butthe Water. di-
ftilled , of the colour of Brandy, of a fair Yellow: the
Leaves of it bruifed arc very hot and biting upon the Tongue :
and of thefe, fo braifed, they took fome, and ‘having tyed
them in the cleftof a long ftick, they held them to the Nofe of
the Ratle-Snake,who by turning and wriggling laboured as much
as fhe could to avoidit: butihe was killed with it, in lefs than
half anhour’s time, and, as was fuppofed, by the fcent thereof ;
which was doneAnno 16 57.in the Month of Fuly,at which feafon,
they repute thofe creatures to be in the greateft vigour for their
poifon.
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